In view of the recent character of the disease of the jaw, and the bad general condition of the patient, he was ordered cod-liver oil, with iron, and an appropriate mouthwash ; several of the loose teeth were also removed, and a sympathetic abscess, which had formed below the jaw, was opened. Before the limits of the disease could be ascertained, with a view to relief by surgical means, the patient was removed from the hospital, on the 29th of March? the only changes in his condition comprising an improved state of his general health, and local relief, mainly in consequence of a new outlet for the discharge.
Case 3.?Catharine Karker, aged 21, born in Germany; single, poor, and moving in the lower ranks of life. Her occupation is that of filling match-boxes, at which she has been occupied since nine years of age; the disease began in the old factory, which was very badly ventilated. The whole lower jaw is involved. Th'e disease began at the second molar tooth; she had a tooth extracted, and went back to work the same morning. The tooth was but decayed ; and-she had it extracted because it pained her. From this time, the disease seems to have gradually become developed, the pain grew more severe; suppuration was established, and matter was freely discharged from the gum, by the side of the teeth. Dead bone finally made its appearance in the diseased jaw, and large sequestra were removed from time to time. In this manner, the whole maxillary bone on the right side, extending from the symphysis to the angle, has been removed, and there remains a very firm cicatrix, covering a hard cartilaginous or bony rim, occupying the original position of the bone. All the teeth on the right side of the lower jaw are gone; but all motions of this part are well preserved.
The disease, however, is not arrested; upon the left side it is still extending, and gradually involving the healthy periosteum, and inducing necrosis of the remaining portion of the jaw. Her general health, which improved after the removal of the diseased mass, is now very good, but is, evidently, yielding to the renewed drain upon her system, and the constant irritation which she suffers. Unless the entire diseased bone be removed, there seems little hope that the disease will be arrested, short of complete destruction of the lower jaw.?N. Y. Jour. Med.
